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Literature Across the Curriculum 
. 	 T h i r d	 g r a d e	

students	 are	 using	 the	
Wild	 Robot	 to	 teach	
content	 across	 the	
curriculum.	 Recently	
students	 par8cipated	
in	 a	 STEAM	 challenge	
to	 see	 who	 could	 best	
camouflage	 Roz	 (the	
robot)	 into	 a	 seBng	
f r o m	 t h e	 s t o r y .	
Students	were	learning	
a b o u t	 a n i m a l	
a d a p t a 8 o n s	 a n d	
habitats	 in	 science,	 so	
t h i s	 c h a l l e n g e	
connected	perfectly!	
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Maverick	and	
Lawsen	were	our	
challenge	winners.	

3rd GRADE

 Kinard is reading The Wild Robot by Peter Brown as a 
One School, One Book program.  Our Pre-K classes are 
reading picture books by this same author and are 

participating in an author study.  One 
of his books that we have read 
recently is called My Teacher is a 
Monster!  These books are helping us 
learn characters, setting, problem, 
solution, the role of the author and 
illustrator, and even comparing and 
contrasting the different books written 
by Peter Brown!   

PRE-K

 This month one of the books second grade focused 
on was a book called Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts. This 
amazing picture book provides readers with a kid’s-eye 
view of consumer fads that frenzy through schools.   The 
story also conveys what is most important in life, love, and 
friendship.   There is also a focus on social skills, including 
empathy.   Students can easily relate to the characters 
and their situations.   Our second graders were able to 
practice inferencing skills and use schema to create 
meaning by using text evidence to support their thoughts. 

Second Grade Snap Shot
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5th	GRADE	
Counting on Grace – Historical Fiction 

During our study of the industrial revolution we focused on child labor throughout this 
time period. While reading the text, Counting on Grace, students imagined themselves living 
in 1910, working in a textile mill in order to help pay the bills. The textile mill was a very 
dangerous place to work. Workers would have to work 12 hours a day, 6 days a week. Of 
course, you couldn’t go to school anymore; there’s no time. The book, Counting on Grace, is 
a work of historical fiction, but it is based on real events. Grace Forcier and her friend Arthur 
were the smartest kids in their class, but they had to start working in the mill when they were 
only 12. At first Grace was excited because she was glad to have a chance to help her 
family, but then she realized that she didn’t want to do that for the rest of her life. All along, 
their inspired teacher, Miss Lesley, was determined to help the children and encouraged 
Grace and Arthur to write a letter to the National Child Labor Committee, exposing the poor 
working conditions and the violations of child labor laws. As a response, the committee sent 
the photographer and reformer Lewis W. Hine. His passion for changing lives offered the 
children a bit of hope and offered the nation a glimpse of life in the mills. Neither would be 
the same again. 

This book is a great example of how voice can be so important in the telling of a story. 
The author wrote in Grace’s voice, which allows the reader to see everything from her 
perspective. This plays an important role as we work on our personal narrative writing pieces 
in class and find our voice in our writing.  

Kindergarten	 is	 focusing	on	adding	more	details	 to	our	wri8ng.	 	We	
had	a	visit	from	two	authors	in	Mrs.	Cato’s	class	who	wrote	books	based	on	
Mo	Willems’	 Pigeon	 character.	 	 We’ve	 been	 using	 those	 authors	 as	 our	
inspira8on	to	write	our	own	book.	 	Using	the	students’	and	Mo	Willems’	
examples,	 we’re	 adding	 speech	 bubbles,	 dialogue	 and	 emo8on	 to	 our	
work.	We’ve	learned	that	you	can	show	emo8on	through	illustra8ons	and	
words,	and	that	emo8on	makes	a	story	more	interes8ng.	We	can’t	wait	to	
be	 finished	 so	 that	 we	 can	 share	 our	 books	 with	 Mrs.	 Cato’s	 students.		
Thank	you,	Da’Viyon	and	Enzo.		We	loved	your	books!		

KINDERGARTEN
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	 Students	in	4	grade	have	been	studying	animal	adapta8ons	in	science.	We	have	been	learning	
about	behavioral	and	physical	adapta8ons	such	as	migra8on,	hiberna8on,	and	camouflage.	Students	
were	able	 to	make	connec8ons	 to	 the	concept	of	 camouflage	 in	our	 school	wide	 read	aloud:	 The	
Wild	 Robot.	 Roz	 the	 robot	 tries	 many	 different	 techniques	 to	 camouflage	 herself	 into	 her	
environment	so	she	is	beZer	able	to	observe	the	animals	and	their	behaviors	around	her.	Students	
in	Mrs.	Boyd’s	class	created	a	3-dimensional	Roz	and	used	different	environmental	backgrounds	to	
try	and	camouflage	their	Roz.	Students	used	a	variety	of	materials	to	try	and	make	their	Roz	blend	in	
with	their	environment	background.		

 
 
 
 
 
                

FOURTH GRADE

	 Hang	On,	Monkey	is	a	nonfic8on	text	used	to	“Get	Super	Smart	
about	Nonfic8on	Topics.”	In	the	Lucy	Caulkins	lesson	format	we	took	
a	 sneak	 peek	 to	 start	 learning,	 stopped	 and	 studied	 each	 page,	
guessed	what	may	 come	 next,	 chaZed	 about	 each	 page,	made	 our	
voice	 sound	 smooth	 and	 lively,	 	 and	 found	 keywords.	 Using	 this	
mentor	 text	 guided	 our	 learning	 about	monkeys.	We	 also	 explored	
many	 different	 nonfic8on	 texts,	 prac8ced	 geBng	 smart	 about	
nonfic8on	 topics,	 and	 shared	 our	 experiences	 with	 our	 “read	 with	
someone”	 partners	 in	 daily	 five	 centers.	 Star8ng	 this	week	we	will	
con8nue	to	explore	nonfic8on	texts	and	learn	how	text	features	help	
guide	us	to	become	nonfic8on	experts.		

FIRST GRADE
 


